
 

      We saw who you voted for on November 4!  Just kidding. Don't worry - your ballot was se-

cret and your vote was private. But imagine if there was no secret ballot. What would it be like if 

you had to cast your vote with everybody looking? Not just strangers - but your boss and your co

-workers? 

      Under current law, the decision whether or not to form a union is usually left to the workers-

through a secret ballot election. That means that workers can choose - in private - whether they 

want to join a union. But, according to Lynne Spires, the chair of the Roane Chamber Legislative 

Affairs Committee, who is advocating opposition to this pending legislation, ñin such an election, 

workers might not vote the ñrightò way. So unions have decided to get rid of secret ballot elec-

tions by convincing Congress to pass legislation falsely advertised as the Employee Free Choice 

Act, better known as Card Check.ò ( House Bill 1409) 

      In a letter to the editor, Spires writes, ñBig labor unions spent $450 million in the 2008 elec-

tions. What do they expect from this massive investment? The answer is simple: scrapping the 

federal law that protects both small businesses and workers during union organizing drives.ò 

      The letter continues: ñUnder Card Check, union organizers would be free to ñpersuadeò 

workers to publicly sign a card stating that they support the union. Union organizers could ask 

workers to sign a card just about anywhere - in the parking lot after work, at a restaurant, even at 

home. Once more than 50% sign cards, workers would be stuck with the union - no more debate 

and no secret ballot election.ò  Because unions would know who has signed a card, workers 

would be exposed to unrelenting pressure and coercion. Exposing workers to this harassment 

may seem unfair, but the goal of this legislation isnôt fairness - itôs getting workers to sign cards 

and begin paying union dues. 

Blue Springs Boat Company, LLC 
Annual Open House 

685 High Point Orchard Rd, Kingston 
April 3ð4, 10 amð4 pm 

FREE FOOD, Door Prizes, 
jump castle, slide & hoops for  
Roane Imagination Library 

For more information call 
Stephanie Haywood at 865-376-1472 

 
Chamber Open House 
at Music Karaoke Cafe 

2630 Roane State Highway 
Saturday, April 4,  10amð12pm 

Kids are invited 
For more information call 865-376-5572 

 
Chamber Coffee: Staff One 

Chamber Board Room 
Thursday, April 16,  8:30ð9:30 am 

For more information call 865-376-5572 
 

Annual Chamber Banquet 
Friday, April 17 

Whitestone Country Inn 
Sponsored by: Energy Solutions 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Dale Henry 

If interested in attending or donating to silent 
auction call 865-376-5572 

 
Chamber Coffee 

Big Fish Computers 
Chamber Board Room 

Tuesday, April 21,  8:30ð9:30 am 
For more information call 865-376-5572 

 
Surviving in Tough Economic Times  

Chamber Board Room 
Tuesday, April 28, 12ð1:30 

Lunch Provided/Sponsored by: 
ORNL Federal Credit Union 

Free to Chamber Members/$35 Non  
 RSVP 865-376-5572 

 
Home and Garden Show 

Roane State Community College 
Saturday, May 2, 9 amð2 pm 

Booths are $100 for Chamber Members 
Sponsorships Available 

For more information call 865-376-5572 
 

Social Media: New Tools to Grow Your 
Sales and Reduce Your Costs 

Chamber Board Room 
May 12, 12ð1:30 pm 

Lunch Provided/Sponsored by: 
ORNL Federal Credit Union 

Free to Chamber Members/$35 Non  
 RSVP 865-376-5572 

Happenings  

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

 
VISITORS BUREAU 

 

Chamber Committee Urges Membership 

to Oppose Card Check Legislation 
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      Nationally-known humorist and business trainer Dr. Dale Henry 

will be the featured speaker this year at the Roane County Chamber of 

Commerce's annual banquet. Henry has been featured on numerous 

television and radio talk shows around the world and in the year 2000 

alone, he presented to over 40 of the Fortune 50 companies. He speaks 

to and trains more than 100,000 professionals and executives each year. 

A lively and entertaining speaker, educator and storyteller, Henry has 

called Roane County his home for 33 years.  His client list includes 

Levi Strauss, AT&T, First Union Bank, Maytag, Cellular One, GTE, 

FedEx, MCI, Xerox, Sun Trust, and The Disney Company. 

      The event's major sponsor this year is EnergySolutions and the evening's festivities will also 

include a wine reception, a silent auction and a five-course gourmet meal. The evening will begin 

at 6 pm, with the reception and the silent auction, with dinner and the program to follow at 7.  

Seating will be limited, so call 865-376-5572 to buy tickets or reserve a table.  

Nationally-known Motivational Speaker Dale Henry 

To Speak at Annual Chamber Banquet 

Continued on page 2        



 

Chamber Committee Urges Membership 

to Oppose Card Check Legislation 
(continued from page 1) 

 
       ñJust as bad, the Card Check bill includes a 

ñbinding arbitrationô provision that would let the 

federal government dictate wages and benefits 

under a union contract, and then deprive workers 

of the chance to vote on that contract. This expan-

sion of government power is almost like reestab-

lishing wage and price controls in our economy, 

and could put many employers out of business.ò  

      To fight this legislation ï which has been tar-

geted for proactive opposition by the U.S. Cham-

ber of Commerce -- you can join the Virtual 

March on Washington to Save the Secret Ballot at 

voteforbusiness.com/secretballot. You can see 

who already is ómarchingô on Capitol Hill at se-

cretballot.voteforbusiness.net/nationalmall.php or 

contact your representative.  For more information 

on the Employee Free Choice Act visit 

www.uschamber.com/wfi. 
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American Legion Post 53 Receives Award 
 

      American Legion Post 53 in Harriman was recently awarded a 

$1,000 grant from the JCPenney Afterschool Fund, raising aware-

ness of the importance of afterschool programs.  

      The Oô Those Were the Days Antique Mall/JCPenney Cata-

log Merchant at 224 W. Rockwood Street in downtown Rockwood 

was selected to award the grant to a local afterschool program.  ñWe 

realize that the afterschool issue is a cause close to the hearts and 

minds of our custom-

ers,ò said Angie Couch 

and Alisa Smith, man-

agers of the JCPenney 

Catalog Desk.   

      Couch and Smith 

presented the $1,000 

check to William Cliff 

Cole, Adjutant of the 

American Legion Post 

53 for their after-

school program efforts 

currently at Walnut 

Hill Elementary.  ñThis gift from the JCPenney Afterschool Fund 

will help us continue to reach more children in Roane County and 

provide them with programs that keep them safe when the school 

day ends,ò said Cliff Cole. 

SCORE WorkshopðApril 28  
 

      It seems as though overwhelming information about the 

poor economy is endless, but where is information on how 

to survive during these hard times?  Dana Peterka, Roane 

Chamber board member and former Chairman of the Greater 

Knoxville SCORE Chapter, will be conducting a workshop 

called, ñSurviving in Tough Economic Times by Growing 

the Profitability of Your Existing Business.ò  He will be 

joined by Don Griffin, SCORE Vice Chair and business 

turnaround specialist. The lunchtime business workshop, 

sponsored by ORNL Credit Union , will be held April 28 

from noon until 2 p.m. at the Roane Alliance Building in 

Kingston.  Lunch will be provided.   

      SCORE is a national non-profit organization devoted to 

educating entrepreneurs on the formation, growth, and suc-

cess of small business owners.  The series of workshops co-

sponsored by the Chamber and SCORE. The charge for non-

Chamber members is $35, but there is no fee for Roane 

Chamber members. Seats are limited, so please make a res-

ervation today by contacting the Chamber at 865-376-5572.  

The next workshop to be held on May 12 is ñSocial Media, 

New Tools To Grow Your Sales & Reduce Your Costs.ò  

For more information and to see other upcoming events, 

check our website at www.roanealliance.org/chamber/

calendar.html. 

JohnsonCare 

Gary Johnson 
107 East Church St 

Kingston, TN  37763 

865-300-3762 
 

NAI Knoxville  

Townsend Collins 
10101 Sherrill Blvd 

Knoxville, TN  37932 

865-777-3040 
 

Best Roofs Inc 

Jeff Lanham 
2448 Buttermilk Rd West 

Lenoir City, TN 37771 

865-376-0528 
 

Blue Springs Boat Company 

Teddy Haywood 
685 Highpoint Orchard Rd 

Kingston, TN  37763 

865-717-9490 
 

Harriman Lionôs Club 

Ralph McGill  
430 Morgan Street 

Harriman, TN 37748 

865-376-9218 

Welcome New 

Members  Roane County 

Representatives 
 

U.S. Rep. Lincoln Davis 

Washington:  

202-225-6831 

Roane County: 354-3323 

www.house.gov/writerep 
 

U.S. Rep. Zach Wamp 

Washington: 

202-225-3271 

Oak Ridge (toll free): 

1-800-883-2369 

www.house.gov/writerep 
 

U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander 

Washington: 

202-224-4944 

Knoxville: 545-4253 

www.alexander.senate.gov 
 

U.S. Sen. Bob Corker 

Washington:  

202-224-3344 

Knoxville: 637-4180 

www.corker.senate.gov 

From L-R:  James Watts, Vickie Watts, Angela 

Couch, Alisa Smith, Oô Those Were The Days 

Antique Mall/JC Penney Catalog; Cliff Cole, 

American Legion Post 53; Pam May, The Roane 

Alliance. 

http://www.voteforbusiness.com/secretballot
http://secretballot.voteforbusiness.net/nationalmall.php
http://secretballot.voteforbusiness.net/nationalmall.php
http://www.uschamber.com/wfi
http://www.house.gov/writerep
http://www.house.gov/writerep
http://www.alexander.senate.gov
http://www.corker.senate.gov
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Business Briefs  Community Events  

     Tennessee Technology Center at 

Harriman  ï whose mission is to provide 

high-quality technical training ï has re-

ceived a $3,000 grant from The AT&T 

Foundation.  The grant will support a 

seminar with an expert in dual-

enrollment education to make students 

aware of this option, ultimately helping 

students stay in school and prepare them 

to enter the workplace with the correct 

skills and training. 

 

      The Foust Fitness Power Lifting 

Team took home the gold at the SPF 

Tennessee State Power Lifting and 

Bench Press Championship and are now 

qualified for the SPF National Champi-

onship in Nashville in May. 

 

     New chamber member Best Roofs 

recently held a grand opening at their 

new facility located in the Roane Re-

gional Business & Technology Park. 

This metal-roofing company has been 

located in Cumberland County since 

1996 and has expanded into Roane 

County.  

  

      Roane County United Way ex-

ceeded their campaign goal this year. 

According to Diana Knobloch, Executive 

Director, our county ñwas one of three 

United Ways in the East Tennessee Re-

gion that made their campaign goal this 

year. ñ     

 

       Our own Paulette Ray recently com-

pleted the Tennessee Chamber of Com-

merce Instituteôs two year program.   All 

aspects of Chamber management are 

taught to aid in the advancement of lead-

ership development. 

For the Beauty of the Earth 
A concert of songs about the  

beauty of the earth and itôs creatures 
Roane State Community College  

RSCC Theatre, April 3 & 4 
 donations at the door 

For information (865) 354-3000 ext. 4236  
 

Seusical 
Presented by RSCC Playmakers 

Roane State Community College Theater 
$10 general admission, $7 students 

Apr 16-18, Apr 22-25, 7 pm 
 Apr 19  2 pm 

Dinner and a Play 
Reservations required: (865) 882-4507 

Thursday, Apr 23 @ 5:30 pm $30 a person 
 

Thunder Road Festival 
April 18, 10-6 

Downtown Rockwood 
 For more information call 

 Erika Schenk at (865) 354-6800  
 

Murder Mystery Dinner Train 
April 18, 6pm 

$70/person includes dinner & ride 
For reservations and more information call 

865-241-2140 or visit 
southernappalachia.railway.museum 

 

Menõs Group BBQ 

April 25, 10 amð2 pm 
Camp John Knox Center 

Lunch will be served at 12:30.   
BBQ Ribs & Chicken with all the fixins! 

Cost $15/For more information 
call 865-376-2236 or johnknoxcenter.org 

 

Tennessee Polk Salad Festival & Pageant 
May 9, 10 am-7 pm 

Harriman Riverfront Park 
100 Emory Drive, Harriman, TN 

For information call  
Rocky Top General Store (865) 882-8867 

 
For more community events and info:   

www.RoaneTourism.com 

From L-R: Rosemary Bridges, Institute Chair-

man; Paulette Ray, Member Services The Roane 

Alliance; Mark Hinesley, President of Tennes-

see Chamber of Commerce Executive. 

By The Numbers  

27 New business licenses were issued in February 2009 

 

ROANE COUNTY EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEXðFEBRUARY 2009 

The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) increased 0.5 percent in 

February, before seasonal adjustment, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. De-

partment of Labor reported today.  The February level of 212.193 (1982-84=100) was 

0.2 percent higher than in February 2008. 

Unemployment       Roane Co.    TN    US 

    January             8.0          8.6    7.6 

    February             8.4    9.1     8.1 

JANUARY 2009 

Labor Force         26,930 

Employment        24,770 

Unemployment      2,160 

 

FEBRUARY 2009 

Labor Force         27,080 

Employment        24,820 

Unemployment      2,260 

 Roane County Chamber of Commerce 

A Partner of The Roane Alliance 

1209 North Kentucky St, Kingston, TN  37763 

Tel: (865) 376-5572 /  Fax: (865) 376-4978 

www.RoaneAlliance.org 

Newsletter prepared by the Roane Alliance Staff: 

Leslie Henderson, Pam May, Wanda Pinkerton,  

Tami Wright, Paulette Ray & Teresa Jackson 
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      The Roane Leadership Class of 

2009 attended Economy Day at the 

Roane Alliance last week to hear from 

experts on the state of our economy 

and learn what drives Roane Countyôs 

economy including new Chamber, 

marketing, and tourism initiatives.   

      Started in 1985, Leadership Roane 

County is sponsored by the Roane 

County Chamber of Commerce and 

Roane State Community College.  Its 

main goal is to develop a cadre of in-

formed leaders who will be active in community life; and who will support 

a volunteer program dedicated to the positive growth of Roane County.   

2009 Leadership Roane County Class Enjoys 

Economy Day at the Roane Alliance 

 

From L-R ï (First row) Barney Dickey, Phyllis Dickey, owner of 
Empire Furniture & Interiors; Ethan Cox;  Greg Cox, owner of 

Empire Furniture &Interiors; Aleta Phillips, Express Employment 

Professional Services; Diana Knobloch, Roane County United Way; 
Darlene Brandel, The Bridge Radio 90.1; Margo Ahler  (Second row) 

Elwana Justice, Carolyn Beets, Mayor Troy Beets, City of Kingston; 

Quinton Cox, Ted Meredith, Regions Bank; Donna Meredith, Drew 
Bowman, Best Dressed Media; Kim Harris, Roane State Community 

College (Third row) Sue Justice, Barry Justice, Marvin Carlton, 

Infrared Surveys; Julian Ahler, Brenda Murphy, Murphy Cates 

Learning Academy 

Empire Furniture  

Grand Opening 

      Empire Furniture and Interiors , located at 719 

N Kentucky St, Kingston, is owned and operated by 

Phyllis Dickey and Greg Cox.  Empire Furniture has 

retail furniture, bedding accessories, mid to high-end 

close outs, overstocks and special orders at very rea-

sonable prices.  

Sun Bridge Healthcare 
Norman Haley 
257 Patton Lane 

Harriman, TN  37748 
865-354-3941 

 
Judge Charles Cross 

100 Court Street 
Kingston, TN  37763 

865-882-0700 

 
James D. Walmsley DDS, PC 

1011 Waterford Place 
Kingston, TN  37763 

865-376-9687 

 
Thermocopy of Tennessee 

Rick Griz  
3505 Sutherland Avenue 

Knoxville, TN  37919 
865-524-1124 

 
Boy Scouts of America 

John Weaver 
P.O. Box 51885 

Knoxville, TN  37950 
865-712-8629            

 

Edgar R ñBuddyò Bowers 
705 Sherwood Drive 
Harriman, TN  37748 

865-882-6473 

 
Woodland Cove B&B 

Della & Bruce Marshall 
P.O. Box 791 

Kingston, TN  37763 
865-717-3719 

 
Realty 1 

Barb Agee 
341 W. Race Street 

Kingston, TN  37763 
865-376-1211 

 
TVA Kingston Fossil Plant 

Ronald C Hall 
714 Swan Pond Road 
Harriman, TN  37748 

865-717-2500 

 
Walkerôs Auto &  Home Supply 

Gary Walker  
131 Front Avenue 

Rockwood, TN  37854 
865-354-9104 

Ace Railroad Contractors 
Jamie Russell 

1688 Old Roane Street 
Harriman, TN  37748 

865-590-1246 

 
Watts Bar Utility District  

Mickey Barger 
P.O. Box 910  

Kingston, TN  37763 
865-882-5058 

 
Jerry Goddard 

121 Cemetery Lane 
Harriman, TN  37748 

865-882-3262 

 
Omni Visions Inc 

Jim Henry 
P.O. Box 843 

Kingston, TN  37763 
615-726-3603 

 
Gateway Supermarket 

Roger Sharp 
524 N. Gateway Avenue 
Rockwood, TN 37854 

865- 354-8303 

KTB Tax Service 
Nicole Barry 

412 East Race Street  
Kingston, TN  37763 

865-376-0122 

 
TN Reining Horse Assoc 

Nancy Rice 
5626 Murfreesboro Road 

Lebanon, TN 37090 
615-210-8923 

 
American Forest Management  

Jake Almond Jr. 
702 S Illinois Ave Ste D202 

Oak Ridge, TN  37830 
865-481-3696 

 
Citizens First Bank 

Micki Ganzert  
P.O. Box 849 

Harriman, TN  37748 
865-882-2265 

 
Verizon Wireless 

1000 Ladd Landing Blvd, Ste 350 
Kingston, TN  37763 

865-376-8880 

RENEWALS 

 

No Chamber Luncheon Speaker Series This Month  
 

      In April, our speaker series will not be held, since we are having a 

speaker at our annual Chamber Banquet on Friday evening, April 17.  Our 

next chamber luncheon speaker series will be held on May 19 with guest 

speaker Dr. Toni McGriff, Director of Roane County Schools. 

      Making Your Membership Work For You was the March Chamber 

luncheon topic presented by Diana Knobloch, Membership Chair.  In to-

dayôs economy every Chamber member should be taking advantage of the 

benefits their membership provides.   If you missed this important presen-

tation, please check with the chamber office to get a copy of all the bene-

fits detailed in the presentation. 

Pam May, the Roane Alliance 


