
Chamber Ambassador 
Monthly Meeting 

Monday, February 1, 12 noon 
The Roane Alliance Board Room 

ñbrown bagò lunch; if interested in joining 
please call Aleta Phillips 865-696-1497 

 

Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting 
Rockwood Street Grill 

Tuesday, February 9, 8:30-9:30 am 
215 W. Rockwood St., Rockwood 

Please come and help welcome new     
Chamber member Lynda Moore 

 

Starting Up a Small Business 
Tuesday, February 9, 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

The Roane Alliance Board Room 
conducted by The Tennessee Small Business 

Development Center (TSBDC) 
Free to Chamber members 

 

Chamberõs Monthly  
òSpeaker Seriesó Luncheon 

Speaker: Bill Landry 
Harriman Downtown Renovation Update 

Tuesday, February 16, Noon 
Roane State Community College 

276 Patton Lane, Harriman 
 

Microsoft Workshop: Windows 7 
Presented by: Lou Goldblatt,  

High Tech USA 
Tuesday, February 23, 10 am-Noon 
The Roane Alliance Board Room 

door prizes and give-aways provided 
Free to Chamber members 

RSVP to reserve your spot: 376-5572 
 

òLunch and Learnó Workshop 
Topic: Basics of Negotiation 
Thursday, February 25th, 12-2 pm 
The Roane Alliance Board Room 

Conducted by SCORE 
Free to Chamber members  

 

Coming Next Month: 
Chamber Coffee 

Rennaissance Terrace Care & 
Rehabilitation Center 

Thursday, March 11th, 8:00-9:30 am  
Come and welcome their new administrator 

257 Patton Lane, Harriman 
 

Happenings  

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

VISITORS BUREAU 
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For a complete Chamber 
calendar visit 

www.roanealliance.org/ 
chamber/calendar.html 

Legislative Affairs Breakfast Lively And Informative  

The Chamber will be launching a full-court press soon to build up its membership. The spring-

time drive will be called óMarch Membership Madnessô, according to Chamber Membership Chair 

Diana Knobloch. 

ñWe in the Chamber ófamilyô know and appreciate the many benefits that Chamber membership 

provides,ò Knobloch said. ñBut every now and then, we need to make a special effort to ensure that 

everyone in the business community fully understands and appreciates this value.ò 

Chamber President Leslie Henderson said, ñMembership investments of a couple hundred dol-

lars provide an incredibly strong ROI for businesses, by providing hundreds and hundreds of dollars 

worth of marketing value. Not to mention the importance of giving back to your community.ò  

The Roane Alliance and Roane County Chamberôs Legislative Af-

fairs Committee hosted their annual breakfast forum for the business 

and community leaders to meet and talk with Sen. Ken Yager and Rep. 

Dennis Ferguson as they leave for Nashville.  This popular event al-

lows board members, volunteers and supporters a chance to have an 

informal discussion with the legislative delegation as they head off to 

begin their legislative session. 

Yager, speaking first to the packed crowd, announced his appoint-

ment to the Education Committee and that he would be leaving imme-

diately after the breakfast to attend a special session in Nashville on 

education.  He advised that the State must approve certain measures in 

order to be eligible for special federal funding for schools, commonly known as the ñRace to the 

Topò, and this special session would be primarily to consider those measures.  Dr. Toni McGriff, 

Roane County Director of Schools, later announced that the Roane County School Board had 

signed the necessary memorandum of understanding in order to be eligible for those funds.  

     Representative Ferguson spoke 

about various road projects that were 

expected to continue throughout the 

County, specifically the 4-lane ex-

pansion from Gallaher Road to Oak 

Ridge, and the proposed highway 70 

expansion.   

     The floor was then opened for 

questions and a variety of concerns 

and requests were raised by the audi-

ence such as: workerôs compensation bill that went into effect January 1, proposed additional cuts 

to Medicare/Medicaid, purchase of new voting machines, and other education issues. 

The session closed with Yager advising everyone about the Governorôs request to reduce budg-

ets by 6-9%.  Because stimulus money is running out, the state budget crunch is more serious this 

year.  The meeting did end on a positive note, however, when the Senator stated that he had com-

plete faith in Tennesseeôs ability to not only come through these tough times, but also to thrive.  

Rep. Dennis Ferguson and Sen. 
Ken Yager 

Chamber Launching óMarch Membership Madnessô Soon! 

Contôd on Page 2 



 

 

 

Free Workshops A Benefit to 

Chamber Members 
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The Chamberôs Speaker Series Luncheon, held the third Tuesday of every 

month at Roane State Community College, offers an opportunity to Chamber 

members to hear important, interesting, and entertaining information from top 

experts in their field.   At just $12 per person Chamber members also receive a 

fabulous buffet lunch served by the RSCC cafeteria, making it a good value, not to 

mention a good time.   

You will certainly want to RSVP now for this monthôs Chamber luncheon on 

Tuesday, February 16 at noon when the speaker will be the beloved Bill Landry 

from the popular Heartland Series.  He will be talking about the Harriman Down-

town Renovation and will surely provide an entertaining time for members.   

Januaryôs speaker was David Leaverton, District Field Manager for US Sena-

tor Bob Corker and a former UT and NFL football star. 

Chamber members came out in full force to not only hear David Leavertonôs 

inside scoop on  

Washington, but 

also to hear 

about his days 

as UTôs starting 

punter during 

the 1998 Na-

tional Champi-

onship.    

As the Sena-

torôs primary       

representative in 

a 15-county area of East Tennessee, Leaverton works with local elected officials 

as well as business and civic leaders to help them partner with their communities 

to leverage federal resources that enhance economic development in the region.  

òGo Greenó 

Tip of the Month 

Welcome  
New Members  

 

Tritegrity  

Gary Coile 

10710 Murdock Rd., Ste 104 

Knoxville, TN  37932 

(865) 671-4838 

 

 
 

There are great benefits to being a Chamber 

member, one of them being the many free work-

shops and seminars that are available throughout the 

year.  In February alone, we are offering three 

workshops on various topics, all FREE to Chamber 

members and their employees. 

The Chamber is able to provide workshops be-

cause of partners such as SCORE.  Dana Peterka, 

Roane Chamber Board member and former Chair-

man of the Greater Knoxville SCORE Chapter, con-

ducts many of the ever-popular óLunch and Learnô 

series of workshops.   FREE to Chamber members, 

these workshops (lunch included) are also open to 

non-Chamber members for $35 per session. 

Our latest co-sponsor, The Tennessee Small 

Business Development Center (TSBDC), located at 

Roane State Community College, advises and 

assists entrepreneurs and small business owners at 

no cost.  Now they are teaming up with the Cham-

ber allowing us to offer even more workshops, such 

as ñSurviving in Tough Economic Timesò on 

March 9.  

Make the most of your Chamber membership by 

attending these great workshops.  They fill up fast 

so be sure and reserve your space early by calling 

the Chamber at 865-376-5572.  Workshops are held 

in the Roane Alliance Board Room, 1209 N. Ken-

tucky Street, Kingston. 

ñWhat our membership drive will do is make sure all our local businesses understand and appre-

ciate the wonderful bargain a membership in a local Chamber can be,ò Henderson said. 

Some of the benefits include: 

ñfree advertisingò through articles in the Chamber newsletter, listings on the Alliance 

website, and postings on their many social sites; 

free events assistance and free business workshops; 

numerous networking activities; 

reduced rate marketing opportunities and technical assistance from staff;  

exclusive referral system for Chamber members to callers into the Alliance. 

With a goal of registering at least 30 new members, the Chamber has plans to reward current 

Chamber members who bring in new members through discounts, as well as eligibility for a grand 

prize drawing at the Chamberôs Annual Banquet on April 30 at the Whitestone Country Inn.  

For more information about the membership drive or joining the Chamber call 865-376-5572. 

New Chamber Online Calendar Up & Running 
 

A new online calendar is now available to help Chamber members stay in the know 

about meetings, events and even special member events.   By accessing this google-

created calendar members can print a monthly calendar of events, add an event to their 

own google calendar, view a map of the event location, and more.  Go check it out at: 
 

www.roanealliance.org/chamber/calendar.html 

Chamber LuncheonðA Good Value To Members 

Chamber Launching óMarch Membership Madnessô Soon! (contôd from page 1) 

Shop local & 

use local 

providers 

- the further your supplies or 

service providers travel, the 

more energy will be used to 

get them to you 



 

19 new business licenses were issued in December 2009 

Labor Force 

Employment 

Unemployment  

27,130         

24,660 

  2,480 

Unemployment 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consumer Price Index 
On a seasonally adjusted basis, the December Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-

U) rose 0.1 percent, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics reported today. Over the last 12 months, the 

index increased 2.7 percent before seasonal adjustment. 

 

November 

December 

Roane Co. 

8.7 

9.1 

TN 

10.3 

10.9 

US 

10.0 

10.0 

December 2009 
 

Roane County Employment Statistics 
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Business Briefs  Community Events  
 

Day of Chocolate 
Whitestone Country Inn 
February 6, 9 am - 5 pm 

$75 per person 
For reservations call 865-376-0113 

 

Kingston Rotary Club 
Pancake Breakfast to benefit the 

Education Scholarship Fund 
Saturday, February 6th, 8-11 am 

Kingston Church of Christ Family Center 
$5 Donation/For information call Ken Beauchamp 

at (865) 376-9008 
 

National Barrel Horse Association 
Roane State Expo Center, Both Arenas 

February 12 & 13 
Contact Rocky Harris 865-740-0093 or  

www.randkharris@yahoo.com 
 

Secret City Excursion Train  
Valentine Ride 
February 12-14 

For reservations call  865-241-2140 
 

òThe Boys Next Dooró 
Roane State Community College 

February 18-20, 25-27, 7 pm 
February 21 & 28, 2 pm 
Contact Malinda Yager  
865-354-3000 ext 4536 

 

Scrapbooking Weekend 
Whitestone Country Inn 

February 19-21 
For reservations call 865-376-0113 

 

East TN Black Angus Show + Sale 
Roane State Expo Center, Indoor Arena 

February 20 
Contact Jan Stenson 865-475-6551 

 

East TN Barrel Racers Association 
Roane State Expo Center 

February 26 & 27 
Contact Rocky Morris 865-712-8131 

 

Knoxville Track Club 30k Road Race 
Whitestone Country Inn 

February 28 
For information call 865-376-0113 

 

Yonder Hollow Productions 
Bluegrass & Mountain Music 
Every Friday Night at 6:30 pm 

319 W. Rockwood Street, Rockwood 
For information call 865-250-6717 

 

Bradbury Club Bluegrass Concert 
Every 3rd Saturday at 7 pm 

Bradbury Club Jamminõ Sessions 
Every Tuesday 6-10 pm 

3343 Buttermilk Road, Kingston 
For more information call 

The Visitorôs Bureau at 865-376-4201  Roane County Chamber of Commerce 

A Partner of The Roane Alliance 

1209 North Kentucky St, Kingston, TN  37763 

Tel: (865) 376-5572 |  Fax: (865) 376-4978 | www.RoaneAlliance.org 

Newsletter prepared by The Roane Alliance Staff:  Leslie Henderson, Pam May, 

Wanda Pinkerton, Tami Wright, Allen Lutz & Teresa Jackson 

 

     Rockwood and Oliver Springs High 

Schools received a much-needed donation 

for their science labs recently from a local 

industry.   

     Kimble-Chase, a manufacturing plant 

employing more than 350 and located in 

Rockwood, donated a total of 48 cases of 

glass labware to the two high schools.   

     And according to Kimble Chaseôs 

Global President, John Wang, this donation 

was made ñto improve your experience in 

lab classes and make your studies more 

interesting and safer... We hope you will 

use our products in your labs, and maybe 

come to work with us.ò 

     While donating $500 to the annual 

Teachers Supply Closet at the beginning of 

the school year, Russell Bearden, human 

resource manager for Kimble-Chase, 

asked, ñDo the schools need test tubes or 

beakers for their science classes?ò  The 

answer was yes, and so The Roane Alli-

ance took the lead in arranging the dona-

tion from Kimble-Chase to the schools.   

There are plans for similar donations to 

other area high schools, so thank you 

Kimble-Chase!  

Kimble-Chase Donates To 

Roane Schools 

(L-R) Susan Tinnon, Vice President of Human Resources 
for Kimble-Chase with Rockwood High School Students 

Tatum Penley, Jimmy Locke, Courtney Shelton 

To Advertise in the Chamber Newsletter: 

Only available to Chamber members 

$50 charge for insertion 

Provide 360 flyers (letter-size) by 25th of each month to: 

The Roane Alliance, 1209 N. Kentucky St,  Kingston 

For more community  
events & info visit 

www.RoaneTourism.com 



 

The Roane Chamber will hold an Education and 

Workforce Summit on May 12 to address the education 

and workforce needs of our county.  To help prepare for 

the summit, adult residents of Roane County are being 

asked to complete a survey about the countyôs education 

and workforce needs.  The survey is available online at: 

www.surveymonkey.com/s/RoaneCountyEducation 
 

The survey isnôt long, but it does cover a wide range 

of topics.  

ñWe want as many residents as possible to complete 

the survey online,ò said Allen Lutz, Education and 

Workforce Development Specialist for the Roane Alli-

ance.  ñIn early February, paper copies of the survey and 

collection boxes will be in many locations throughout 

the county.ò  

The summit and survey, which was initiated by The 

Roane Alliance and the Chamber of Commerceôs Educa-

tion Committee, is being co-sponsored by Roane 

County, Roane County Schools, Roane State Commu-

nity College, and the Tennessee Technology Center at 

Harriman.   

The survey and summit are part of The Roane Alli-

anceôs Education Initiative - Education Matters!    For 

questions about the survey and/or summit contact Allen 

Lutz at 865-376-5572 or alutz@RoaneAlliance.org. 
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Browderôs Ace Hardware &  

Business Center 

Teresa Taylor 

1100 Ladd Landing Blvd. 

Kingston, TN 37763 

865-376-7606 
 

C.R. Barger & Sons, Inc. 

Travis Wolfe 

P.O. Box 370 

Kingston, TN 37763  

865-882-5860 

 

Caney Creek Resorts LLC 

Rob Halcrow 

3745 Roane State Highway 

Harriman, TN 37748  

865-882-4042 

 

Cracker Barrel  

George Treadway 

1839 South Roane Street 

Harriman, TN 37748  

865-882-1442 

 

John Knox Center 

Bri Payne 

591 West Rockwood Ferry Road 

Ten Mile, TN 37880 

865-376-2236 

Regions Bank 

Ted Meredith 

200 N. Roane Street 

Harriman, TN 37748  

865-590-1090 

 

Roane Chiropractic Center 

Dr. Matt Anderson 

P.O. Box 982 

Harriman, TN 37748  

865-882-3668 

 

Renaissance Terrace Care  

& Rehabilitation Center  

Angie Cox 

257 Patton Lane 

Harriman, TN 37748  

865-354-3941 

 

Rogers Group 

Bill Chesney 

250 Union Valley Road 

Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

865-483-6306 

 

Scandlyn Lumber Company 

J. Kurt Scandlyn 

801 Larry Byrd Road 

Kingston, TN 37763  

865-376-5585 

Sears Retail Store 

Charlie Jones 

236 South Roane Street 

Harriman, TN 37748  

865-882-5500 

 

Staffing Solutions 

Elizabeth Fendley 

193 South Tulane Avenue 

Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

865-482-0091 

 

Tennessee Reining  

Horse Association 

Nancy Rice 

5626 Murfreesboro Road 

Lebanon, TN 37090 

615-210-8923  

 

TVA Kingston Power Plant 

Ms. Leslie Nale 

714 Swan Pond Road 

Harriman, TN 37748  

865-717-2500 

 

UT-Battelle 

Leigha Edwards 

P.O. Box 2008 

Oak Ridge, TN 37830 

865-241-9309 

Kimble Chase Life  

Science & Research 

Doug Ehnen 

234 Cardiff Valley Road 

Rockwood, TN 37854  

865-717-2600 

 

Maverick Systems, Inc. 

Gary Armstrong  

165 Woods Lane 

Kingston, TN 37763  

865-617-3211 

 

Motel 6 

Bob Patel 

495 Gallaher Road 

Kingston, TN 37763  

865-376-2069 

 

Music Karaoke Café 

Ronald McCuistion 

2630 Roane State Highway 

Rockwood, TN 37854  

865-466-2998 

 

Quality Home Health 

Becky Goss 

P.O. Box 82 

Harriman, TN 37748  

865-882-9950 

RENEWALS 

Compassionate Caregivers of TN Opens Doors 
 

On January 14th the Roane County Chamber held its first ribbon-cutting of 

the new year.  Compassionate Caregivers of TN, Inc. have opened their new 

office at 109 S. 3rd Street in Kingston.   

Compassionate Caregivers provides in-home medical and non-medical assis-

tance to the elderly and currently provides service in 14 counties surrounding 

the greater Knoxville area.  Owners Rebecca Green-Perez and Albert Perez, 

East Tennessee natives since 2002, love the area and are very excited to be pro-

viding this service to Roane County.  For more information, please contact Re-

becca at 865-248-8678. 

First Row (L-R): 
Mike Farmer, 

Roane County 

Mayor; Albert 
Perez, Rebecca 

Green-Perez, 

Beth Offshack 
and Joshua Off-

shack, Compas-

sionate Caregiv-
ers of TN; Sec-

ond Row: Diana 

Knobloch, 
United Way; Kim 

Harris, Roane 

State Community 
College; Michael 

Alonso, Daniels, 

Uselton & Clay;  

Back Row: Brenda Murphy, Murphy-Cates Academy & Learning Center; Lisa Cate and Anna Fife

-Offshack, Compassionate Caregivers of TN; Keith Uselton, Daniels, Uselton & Clay; and, Drew 

Bowman, Best Dressed Media. 

Chamber Education and Workforce 

Survey and Summit 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/RoaneCountyEducation
mailto:alutz@RoaneAlliance.org

