
 

Happy New Year!  
 

Chamber Ambassador 
Monthly Meeting 

Monday, January 4, 12 noon 
The Roane Alliance Board Room 

ñbrown bagò lunch; if interested in joining 
please call Aleta Phillips 865-696-1497 

 

Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting 
Compassionate Caregivers of TN 

Thursday, January 14 
8:30 - 9:30 am 

109 S. 3rd Street, Kingston 
Please come and help welcome new Cham-
ber members Rebecca and Albert Perez 

 

Chamberõs Monthly  
òSpeaker Seriesó Luncheon 

Speaker: David Leaverton 
Field Director for US Senator Bob Corker 

Tuesday, January 19, Noon 
Roane State Community College 

276 Patton Lane, Harriman 
 

òSoupõs Onó Fundraiser to Benefit  
Kids First Child Advocacy Center 

Wednesday, January 20 
11 am-1 pm am and 4:30ï7 pm 

Tellico Village Community Church 
Christian Life Center 

For information call: (865) 458-1819 
 

òLunch and Learnó Workshop 
Topic: Time Management: Strategic     
Concepts and Practical Time Savers 

Thursday, January 28th, 12-2 pm 
The Roane Alliance Board Room 

Sponsored by SCORE 
Free to Chamber Members  

and their employees 
 

Coming Next Month: 
 

Kingston Rotary Club 
Pancake Breakfast to benefit the 

Education Scholarship Fund 
Saturday, February 6, 8-11 am 

Kingston Church of Christ Family Center 
Donation: $5.00 

For information call Ken Beauchamp 
(865) 376-9008 

Happenings  

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

VISITORS BUREAU 
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For more Chamber events and  
information call 376-5572 or visit 

www.roanealliance.org/ 
roane-chamber.html 

Countyôs Future Economic Development Strategy Mapped Out  

     The Roane County Chamber of Commerce, the Roane 

County News, and nearly 40 local businesses helped brighten 

the holidays this year for Karen Leachman of Kingston.  In 

support of the óShop Roane Firstô Christmas shopping spree, 

Roane County News awarded $500 to Leachman after her 

name was drawn from more than 5,000 entries during Roane 

Allianceôs Christmas Open House on December 15.  As in past 

years, the drawing of the winning ticket is one of the highlights 

of the always popular pot-luck holiday open house.       

     Ms. Leachman filled out her ticket at Southern Elegance 

Hair Salon on Gallaher Road just days prior to the drawing.  

When told she was the winner, Ms. Leachman was shocked and excited, responding with ñBut I 

never win anything big...this is great!ò  When asked what she intended to do with her prize, Ms. 

Leachman immediately asked, ñCan I buy a gift certificate at Southern Elegance?ò  Well, of course.   

      As it turned out, this single mother with a teenage daughter at home, also made a purchase of 

groceries and household  items at Wal-Mart  in Rockwood.  She said this savings to her budget was 

wonderful at this time of year!  But this Kingston mother didnôt stop there ð one tenth of her win-

nings also went to buy food for her churchôs food bank!  

     What needs to happen for Roane County to be successful in the 21st Century economy? A major-

ity of community and business leaders who participated in a several-month-long process of develop-

ing an economic development strategy agreed that the following are top priority: 

Improve public education; 

ensure cities and county work together; 

focus on retail/restaurant development; 

clean up the ash spill and counteract the negative perception. 
 

    The purpose of the study, funded by the Tennessee Valley 

Authority  through its Targeted and Prepared Communities Pro-

gram, was to lay out a blueprint and give specific recommenda-

tions for how to improve the countyôs economic development ef-

forts, and specifically to identify industrial sectors to target based 

on Roane Countyôs unique assets. 

     The suggestions are included in a detailed consultantôs report, released this week, that takes an in

-depth look at Roane Countyôs strengths and weaknesses.  Produced by a nationally-known eco-

nomic development consultant, Boyette Strategies, the report is the culmination of a lengthy re-

search process, that included individual interviews, community surveys, extensive web research, 

and hours and hours of workshops with Roane Alliance Staff and top leaders from across the 

county.  According to Kingston Mayor Troy Beets, ñThis report brings together the thoughts and 

feelings of our County into one document. We can take this and use it as a tool to help take Roane 

County into the future.ò   

     The targeted sectors recommended for Roane County, as well as the ten specific recommenda-

tions on how to be more successful in economic development over the next three years, can be 

viewed on the Roane Alliance website at www.roanealliance.org/whats-new.html 

Shopping Spree Winner Announced at Roane Alliance Open House 

Industry Targets 
 

Bioenergy 

Solar manufacturing  

Automotive suppliers 

Distribution/Logistics 

  Lori Gerberding from Southern Elegance 

and Karen Leachman, Shopping Spree 
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òGo Greenó 

Tip of the Month 

Use  "smart" 

power strips 

that sense when 

appliances are 

off and cuts "phantom" or 

"vampire" energy use. 

      

     

      

Welcome New Members  

Benefield-Richters 

Trey Benefield 

& Nancy Young 
Architects 

516 Union Avenue 

Knoxville, TN  37902 

(865) 637-7009 

Compassionate Caregivers 

of Tennessee, Inc. 

Rebecca Green-Perez 

& Albert Perez 

109 S. 3rd Street 

Kingston, TN  37763 

(865) 248-8678  

Leggins & Associates 

Bill Leggins 

Land Surveyors 

519 Old Johnston Valley Road 

Kingston, TN  37763 

(865) 376-5721 

     Chamber members really know how to 

celebrate the holidays. With so many open 

houses and festivities we canôt mention all of 

them, but here are just a few of the sights 

from around the county.    

     Daniels, Uselton & Clay kicked off the 

holiday season with the first open house on 

November 23.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Ft Southwest 

Point held their 

annual Colonial 

Christmas Can-

dlelight Tour 

giving guests a 

glimpse at the 

sights, sounds 

and flavors of an 

18th century 

Christmas.   

     Methodist Medical Center hosted a 

breakfast for four area Chambers with nearly 

200 people attending.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     And of course, the home tours in both 

Rockwood and Harriman got visitors in the  

Christmas spirit with gourmet food, character 

portrayals, lavishly decorated homes, and a 

little history. Both Rockwood 2000 and City 

of Harriman do a fantastic job of bringing 

these premier events to the county which had 

record attendance this year, most from sur-

rounding counties and states.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     Coldwell Banker Jim Henry and Asso-

ciatesô Open House had so many people 

there wasnôt much room to turn around, but 

everyone still managed to get to the rum 

cake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Michael Blanchard at Gibson Girls 

hosted ñChristmas at Adelaideôsò  to show 

off his new restaurant and banquet facility 

located in the Pennybacker House.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Howie Rose with the Emergency Manage-

ment Office, a division of Roane County 

Government, had an open house to show off 

their new high-tech facilities located in the 

building housing the new jail.  Senator Ken 

Yager also opened his office during the His-

toric Harriman Christmas Tour to allow 

guests to view his new office in the Temper-

ance Building.   

     And last but not least, The Roane Alli-

ance and its partners, the Industrial Devel-

opment Board, Chamber of Commerce 

and the Visitors Bureau, celebrated the holi-

days with the community with a buffet pro-

vided by staff and board members from the 

different organizations. 


