
 

 

 

 

 

           

 
Home and Garden Show 

Roane State Community College 
Saturday, May 2, 9 amð2 pm 

Enjoy Entertainment,  
Crafters & Food 

For more information: 
865-376-5572 

 
Monthly Chamber  

Ambassador Lunch 
Monday, May 11, noon 
Chamber Board Room 

If interested in joining Ambassadors 
please call Christina Branham  

865-599-3228 
 

Social Media: New Tools to Grow 
Your Sales and  

Reduce Your Costs 
Chamber Board Room 

Tuesday, May 12, 12ð1:30 pm 
Lunch Provided/Sponsored by: 
ORNL Federal Credit Union 

Free to Chamber Members/$35 Non  
 RSVP 865-376-5572 

 
Chamber Coffee and Open House  

Sauter Timber, LLC 
505 Cardiff Valley Rd, Rockwood 

Wednesday, May 13, 8:30 am 
Please RSVP at 865-376-5572 

 
Chamberõs Monthly  

Speaker Series Luncheon 
Tuesday, May 19, noon 

Roane State Community College 
Speaker: Dr. Toni McGriff 

Director of Roane County Schools 
 

Chamber Board Meeting 
Chamber Board Room 

Wednesday, May 20, 8 am 
 

Chamber After Hours 
Harriman Care and Rehab 
Thursday, May 28, 5ð7 pm 
Please RSVP 865-376-5572 

 

Happenings  

 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

 
VISITORS BUREAU 
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The 2009 Annual Roane Chamber banquet, held at Whitestone Country Inn, is the Spring so-

cial event of the year for the Roane business community.  This yearôs event was well-attended, 

with approximately 150 attendees, and a record number of businesses participating in the silent 

auction.  Our guest speaker, Dr. Dale Henry, delighted and amused with his topic ñGetting Your 

Whack Back.ò  In addition,  the Roane County Chamber of Commerce honored three local busi-

ness people with their prestigious annual business awards.  This yearôs awards went to:  
 

Pattersonôs Appliances in Harriman, Business of the Year, Steve Patterson accepting; 

Dana Peterka, Distinguished Service Award; and   

Penelope Uselton, Athena Award. 

  

This yearôs recipients are all assets to the community and deserve to be recog-

nized.  The 2009 Business of the Year Award went to Steve Patterson of Pat-

tersonôs Home Appliance Center, a long-time family-owned Roane County 

business.  ñSteve is a óbehind the scenes guyô who has been helping the com-

munity and individualsò for many years, said Leslie Henderson, President/

CEO of the Roane Alliance.   Steve continues to help, from the Boys Scouts 

to the Chamber, and many others in between. 

 

This yearôs Distinguished Service Award went to Dana Peterka, a 

ñnewò Roane Countian who came to Roane County 10 years ago after 

retiring from Union Carbide after 32 years.  He has been volunteering 

here ever since and in the ten years since he came to Roane County, Pe-

terka has become known as ñan example of someone who helps just be-

cause it is needed,ò Henderson said.  Dana has served as Chair of the 

Greater Knoxville SCORE Chapter; is the chair of the Small Business 

and Retail Chamber committee and is currently conducting the highly-

successful ñLunch and Learnò Workshop Series.     

 

And last but not least, this yearôs Athena Award was presented to Penelope 

Uselton, of Daniels, Uselton & Clay.  The Athena honors individuals for 

their professional achievements and community service, and for their assis-

tance to women in reaching their full potential.  This yearôs recipient has 

been actively involved in the community, with a diverse list of membership 

and leadership roles that includes six years as a board member for the Roane 

Chamber; a graduate of Leadership Roane County and East Tennessee Re-

gional Leadership; instrumental in helping to found and mentor Roane 

Countyôs Youth Leadership program; served on the Board of Junior 

Achievement of East Tennessee; and as President of the Roane County Association of Women 

Executives. 

2009 Chamber Banquet Great Success  

Annual Business Awards Presented 
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The next SCORE workshop, ñSocial Networking, Internet 

Marketing & Mobile Productivity: New Technologies to 

Grow Your Sales and Reduce Your Costsò will be held on May 

12.  The lunchtime business workshop, sponsored by ORNL 

Credit Union, will be held from noon until 2 pm at the Roane 

Alliance Building in Kingston.  Lunch will be provided.   

 

Taught by Walt Williams and Drew Bowman of Best Dressed 

Media, both are experts in internet media and will be able to 

show you how to utilize the Social Networking tools like Face-

book, Linkedin & Twitter.  By understanding how your custom-

ers find information and share information online can help grow 

your business in todayôs market.  You will also learn how to take 

your business website to the next level, to utilize Internet Market-

ing, and more.  

 

SCORE is a national non-profit organization devoted to education 

entrepreneurs on the formation, growth, and success of small 

business owners.  The series of workshops are co-sponsored by 

the Chamber and SCORE.  The charge for non-Chamber mem-

bers is $35, but there is no fee for Roane Chamber members.  

Seats are limited and fill up fast so please make a reservation to-

day by contacting the Chamber at 865-376-5572. 

SCORE WorkshopðMay 12 

Valley Motors   

Lana & Jason Tollett  
2201 South Roane Street 

Harriman TN  37748  

865-882-2190 

Glass Doctor of Harriman 

Amy Castanguay 

702 Ruritan Rd 

Harriman, TN  37748 

865-882-5000  

Welcome New Members  

Annual Chamber Day On The Hill 

L-R (first row): Representative Dennis Ferguson; Kim Harris, Co-

Chair Chamber Board; Paulette Ray, The Roane Alliance; Dr. Gary 

Goff, Chair Chamber Board; Governor Phil Bredesen; Leslie Hender-

son, CEO and President The Roane Alliance; Senator Ken Yager; 

(second row) Pam May, The Roane Alliance; Aleta Phillips, Express 

Employment Professionals; Lynne Spires, Legislative Affairs Chair 

Our annual ñChamber Day on the Hillò was Wednesday, March 

25.  Those who attended had the opportunity to meet with our local 

representatives, Senator Ken Yager and Representative Dennis 

Ferguson to address our Legislative Agenda for 2009. 

 

In addition to meeting with our local representatives, attendeeôs sat 

in on the Industrial Impact Committee meeting that morning and 

the Financial Ways and Means Committee meeting that afternoon - 

where the 2009 ï 2010 budget for Tennessee was addressed.   The 

group also had lunch at the historical Hermitage Restaurant, com-

pliments of Representative Dennis Ferguson and Senator Ken 

Yager gave a tour of the Senate floor and demonstrated the process 

of a Senate session.  Before heading home the group was photo-

graphed with Governor Phil Bredesen, Representative Dennis Fer-

guson and Senator Ken Yager. 

First -ever Career Fair a Success! 
 

The Roane Alliance hosted a first-ever Roane County High 

School Career Fair on April 9 as part of its new education initia-

tive ï óEducation Matters!ô (EM!).  The goal of EM! is to empha-

size and reinforce the importance of education for all Roane 

Countians.   The fair was a joint initiative of the Roane County 

Schools and the Roane Alliance, with funding from the Innovation 

Valley Inc (a regional economic development partnership).  Roane 

State Community College hosted the fair and the Roane County 

News was a sponsor.  
 

More than 50 area businesses and training organizations partici-

pated in the event that brought more than 500 area juniors to the 

Roane State Community College gym.  During the half-day morn-

ing event students learned about career opportunities, educational 

and training requirements, and available training through educa-

tional institutions.  Most of the students came prepared with re-

sumes they had completed in class and took the fair very seri-

ously. 
 

According to Allen Lutz, Education and Workforce Development 

Specialist at the Roane Alliance, ñThe business representatives 

were very impressed with how well prepared our students were.  

The students asked good questions and showed their interest in 

learning about career opportunities.  It was obvious that our Roane 

County educators did an outstanding job in preparing the students 

for the career fair.  Continuing efforts will be made in a  county-

wide media campaign to reinforce the óEducation Matters!ô mes-

sage.  Look for the Education Matters! booth at The Polk Salad 

Festival on May 9.  
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Business Briefs  Community Events  

 

Roane County had one of the lowest 

unemployment rates in the state in 

March, according to the state Depart-

ment of Labor. The rate for March 

was  8.4%, considerably higher than the 

record lows the county was reporting 

last year, but considerably lower than the 

stateôs highest rate, which was 25.4% in 

Perry County. Chamber President Leslie 

Henderson attributed the comparatively 

low rate to several factors, including the 

renaissance and stimulus activity in Oak 

Ridge as well as the jobs and economic 

impact in connection with the clean-up 

of the TVA ash spill. 

 

 

Crete Carrier Corp., among the nation's 

largest trucking companies, officially 

broke ground Wednesday, April 22 for 

its $8 million maintenance and service 

center along I-40 just east of Roane Re-

gional Business and Technology Park.  

Expected to serve about 75 trucks per 

day, the operation will employ about 60 

people on site, not including the fleet of 

drivers who will be using the facility on 

a daily basis.  

Two ceremonies to honor our local 

ñHometown Heroesò were held recently. 

To their Hall of Fame Café Harriman 

Care and Rehabilitation Center in-

ducted five of their residents & several 

others including Representative Dennis 

Ferguson for Outstanding Community 

Leadership and stakeholder Joyce Green 

for  her years of service at the center.   

 

The Bridge at Rockwood Nursing 

Home inducted four of their residents 

into their Hall of Fame Café and hon-

ored Dr. Paul Goldberg for his Out-

standing Community Leadership and 

stakeholder 

Kathy Parks 

for her years 

of service 

with the 

center.  The 

ñHometown 

Heroesò 

ceremony 

recognizes 

residents, 

community leaders, and employees 

for  achievements and accomplishments 

throughout their life. 

By The Numbers  

21 new business licenses were issued in March 2009 

 

ROANE COUNTY EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONSUMER PRICE INDEXðMARCH 2009 

The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) increased 0.2 percent in 

March, before seasonal adjustment, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Depart-

ment of Labor reported today.  The index has decreased 0.4 percent over last year, the 

first 12-month decline since August 1955. 

 
*numbers have been revised since last monthôs newsletter 

Unemployment       Roane Co.    TN    US 

    February*             8.3    9.0     8.1 

    March             8.4               9.6          8.5 

 

MARCH 2009 

Labor Force         26,830 

Employment        24,570 

Unemployment      2,260 

 

Spring Dance Concert 
Roane State Community College Theater 

May 1-2 (7pm), May 3 (2pm) 
Performed by the Arts In Motion Dance Studio 

Tickets $15 in advance 

For tickets call 865-376-0295 

Bones Of Betrayal 
Harriman High School Auditorium 

Thursday, May 7 6:30 pm 
Book Talk & Signing Event with 
Dr. Bill Bass & Jon Jefferson 

For more information call 865-882-3195 

 

Tennessee Polk Salad Festival & Pageant 
Harriman Riverfront Park 

May 9, 10 am -7 pm 
For information call  

Rocky Top General Store (865) 882-8867 
 

Mother's Day Tea 
John Knox Center 
May 9, 11am -1 pm 

$15 Per person 
For more information call 865-376-2236 

 

Cruisin' in Harriman 
Historic Downtown Harriman, TN 

2nd Saturday of each month, 4-7:30 pm 
May 9, June 13, July 11, Aug 8 

Free Admission - Free Registration 
Classic Cars - Street Rods - Choppers 

Contacts:"Doc" Mullins 865-717-2818 or 
 Jack Bullens 865-882-5969 

 

Appalachian Dreams with Bill Landry 
Roane State Community College Theater 

Saturday, May 16, 7 pm 
Proceeds to benefit the Renovation of 

the Historic Princess Theater 
Tickets $15 Multi-media Variety Show 

For tickets call 865-403-2988 
 

Armed Forces Day/Memorial Day Service 
Harriman Riverfront Park  
Sunday, May 17, 1:30 pm 

 Contact David Webb 865-882-8867 
 

Region III Hillbilly Classic Qtr Horse Show 
Roane State Expo Center (both arenas) 

May 28ðMay 31 
 

For more community events & info: 

RoaneTourism.com 
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